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the enemy's booty. Blucher camped that night
in safety on the further side of the Mulde next to
the corps of Bulow who, it will be remembered,
was one of the Prussian generals serving under
Bernadotte.

But the troubles with the latter had only begun.
When Blucher prepared to hasten across the Saale
the sooner to effect his junction with Schwarzen-
berg it became evident that, after all, Bernadotte
meant to remain in as close connection with his
Elbe bridges as possible. In a personal interview
between the two commanders the outward forms
of politeness could scarcely any longer be main-
tained. Blucher was for making a stand near Halle
and there accepting, if need be, a battle with
Napoleon. Of this Bernadotte would not hear.
He was so frightened by the vicinity of Napoleon,
that like a child which seeks to interpose the
mother's skirt between itself and danger, he in-
sisted on Blucher's army taking up its position
on his own right wing which, he imagined, would
be the more exposed to attack. So entirely was he
wrapped up in the thought of his own possible risk
that he forgot, or at all events omitted to carry
out, a formal promise to have his engineers, who
were in advance, throw a bridge over the Saale near
Wettin which would have enabled Blucher's troops
to avoid a long d6tour in crossing the river.

Already before the bridge episode came to a cli-
max Blucher had sent to General von Billow to
complain of Bernadotte's conduct and to ask if, in